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* In September 1969, during the military dictatorship in Brazil, left-
wing activists kidnapped U.S. Ambassador Charles Burke Elbrick in

Rio de Janeiro;

* In exchange, the kidnappers demanded the release of 15 political
prisoners from Brazilian jails. The military government was forced
to accept and the prisoners were loaded into a plane bound to
Mexico;

« A few days later, Brazilian military government issued the
Institutional Act - 14 (Al-14), a military decree that installed death
penalty in case of "external, psychological, adverse, revolutionary

or subversive war acts".
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Theme: Brazilian news coverage of the US
ambassador's kidnap, the publication of Al-14
and the relationship between these two events.

Objectives: to understand the imaginary built by
the press discourse and demonstrate what is
hidden in the news.

Hypothesis: the press coverage reinforces the
official discourse and justifies the publication of
the Al-14.

Corpus: the news surrounding these two events
that were issued in the newspapers Folha de S.
Paulo and O Globo, between the day after the
kidnapping, September 5th, 1969, and the day
after the signing of Al-14, September 11th, 1969.

Methodology: Discursive Analysis of Imaginary
(Silva, 2019), conducted on the following stages:
material organization, definition of emerging
topics from the first reading, data collection,
organization of collected data, analysis of
emerging topics.

Theoretical Reference: to support the research,
we looked for considerations about the role of
the press in the work of the authors: Kovach e
Rosentiel (2014), Traquina (2005), Tuchman
(1983 apud Vizeu, 2002), Gramsci (explaind by
Coutinho, 2011), and others.
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Topics analyzed - Folha de S. Paulo

1st topic - the official discourse: the official discourse was
treated as it was unquestionable - the speeches of military
officials were reproduced and used as the only source,
without any question. Also, authorities were referred as "our
authorities" not "Brazil's authorities"

2nd topic - counterpoint absence: there was any indication
that someone opposed to the regime was interviewed.

3rd topic - deference to authorities: Folha de S. Paulo
reinforced the discourse of fear that the military used to
justify an institutional act that validated violence and death.

FOLHA DE S. PAULO

As Forcas Armadas e a Policia
Federal cacam

Da Sucursal do Rio

O I Exercito distribuiu
nota oficial, ontem, infor-
mando que também
havia localizado a casa na
qual 0 embaixador Charles
Burke Elbrick estava con-
finado pelos seus seques-
tradoras e acrescentando
que ‘o Exercito, a Mari-
nha, a Aeronautica e os
demais orgdos de segu-
ranga do governo ja efe-
tuaram algumas prisGes e
prosseguem nas investl-
gacdes que permitirio o
completo  esclarecimento
do cas

Salienta a nota que, so-
mente depois de o diplo-
mata estar a salvo foi-da-
da ordem para a invasdo
encia, no Rio'Com-
prido, onde foram obtidos
“resultados posltivos”.
£ a seguinte, na integra,
a nota do I Exercito:

“l — As autoridades
responsavels pzlas inves-
tigagdes emr torno do se-
questro do embaixador
Burke Elbrick, j& haviam
localizado a casa onde os
raptores o retinham, na
rua Bardo de Petropolis
n.o 1020, em Santa Tere-
za, e sobre ela vinham
axercendo cerrada vigi
lancia hé mals de 72
horas.

“2 — Como o principal
objetivo do governo ere
preservar a vida do repre-
sentante da  nagio irmd,
somente depols que 0 em-
balxador chegou & sua resi-
dencla, & salvo dos seus
sequestradores, fof dada &
ordem para o desencadea-
mento da aglo contra oS
criminosos, com  resultados
positivos.

3 — Até 0 momento fo-
ram liberadas as _seguintes
informagdes consequentes
das diligenclas realizadas:
foram apreendidas a ca-
mioneta  tipo  “Kombi",
Volk wagen,  utilizada no
sequestro, e  consideravel

de

sequestradores

Estes s@o “os relrulcs falodos dos sequestredores do

bem como moderno equipa-
mento® para impressio  de
panfletos, Instalado em um
dos quartos & prova de som
da casa acima citada.

“4 — O Exercito, a Ma-
rinha, a Aeronautica e os
demals orgios de seguranca
do governo Ji efetuaram
algumas prisbes ¢ pros e-

1 guem nas investigagdes que

permitirio o completo escla-
srecimento do caso”

Relrafos falados

Entrementes, 0 ccmando

. do I Exercito distribuiu on-

tem os retratos falados de

embaixador,

pelo Comando do | Exercito

Calmo

«Minha mulher J& saiu de
casa, minha fitha csm apa-
vorada e meu filho nio sabe
o que faz. Toda minha e
milia estd preocupada com &
minha  seguranga, mas eu
nunca tive medo; nio sel o
o que ¢ 5505,

Estas foram as declaractes
de sr. Eugenio Mattoso, que
mora a0 lado do palacete
do Rio Comprido , na_ rua
Bardo de Petropolis, onde 0
sequestradores confinaram o
embaixador. Charles Burke
Elbrick, e que cle denunclou
&s autoridades por descon-
flar do movimento insual ali
verificado, coincidindo com o
sequestro do diplomata nore
te-americano.

COSTA SABERA
DO SEQUESTRO
HOJE

0 presidente, gracas @
Deus, Jé esth bem melhor e,
por isso, deveremos contar
hoje a ele que o embaixador
dos Estados Unidos fol se-

lizmente, terminou  beme.
declarou d. Iolanda, ontem.
aos jornalistas no Palacio
das Laranjeiras.

O secretario  de Imprensa
da Presidencia da Republica,
Jjornalista  Carlos  Chagas,
desmentiu & possibilidade d>
um boletim definitivo sobre
© estado de saude do presi-
dente,

GRATIDAO

© embaixador Charles El-
br ck ofereceu ontem & noite
uma pegiena recepedo a se
chofer Custodio Abel da Sil-
va e a0 motorista de taxi, Jo-
s¢ Montelro de Souza. que
o conduziu ¢ volta A -ua re-
sidencia apés ser tbertads

EMBAIXATRIZ CONCEDE ENTREVISTA

+S6 lamento que para sal-
var a vida de meu marido
o governo brasileiro tenha
sido obrigado a fazer o que
nido desejavas, disse ontem
a esposa do embalxador nor-
te-americano, sra. Elvira El-
heicke.

«Niio guardo rancores, to-
dos foram amabilissimos pa-

sas, comc Se 0 Jardim estd
limpo, as rosas [rescas, as
roupas dos empregados as-
seadas, mes nes mats allul-
vas  horas de minha
consigo superar o medo”.

Neste ponto, o sra. Elbrick
purou de falar 20 ver o seu
cdo “Poodde”:

Ambos. acmpannacos de
syas esposas e filhos, foram
recebidos comovidamente P
lo embaixador e sua esposa
da. Elvira

Jo ¢ Monteiro de Souza
disse aos reporteres que fi-
cou com muito medo de ser
iner minado 1o caso do se-
questro, pelo fato de ter
do o primeiro a encontrar ¢
embaixador, mas, apés os
primeiros rece:os, pensou:
«Sefa 14 o que Deus qui-
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Topics analyzed - O Globo

1st topic - the emotion of the people: in different texts,
the government will state in the newspaper's pages that
the case is “an act of terrorism against Brazil” and that
Brazilians are “shocked” and “united” against this
“gesture of extreme brutality”.

2nd topic - terrorists: the kidnappers are called
"terrorists" from the first day of coverage, both by the
authorities - in official notes - and by the newspaper in
their editorials, titles and other content.

3rd topic - necessary evil: the newspaper retrieves the
history of the world, which eases the weight of extreme
measures by the government.

PADRE SERGIO DONATELLI LEMBRA QUE A HISTORIA Lo CRISTIANISMO
REFERE MUITOS CASOS DE APLICAGAO (JUSTA) DA PENA CAPITAL

Image on the cover of the September 12, 1969, edition
of the newspaper O Globo. The caption says: “Father
Sergio Donatelli recalls that the History of Christianity
refers to many cases of (fair) application of capital
punishment”.
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Conclusions

e The research confirmed our hypothesis, by demonstrating the evolution of the press discourse in the

analyzed period of time. First, the news reports attacked the militants and then minimized the death
penalty;

e In the news, the official speech is published and no counterpoint is presented;

e In the newspapers the imaginary disseminated is that the Brazilian people support the military
government, and that, consequently, the political struggle of the opponents is a struggle against Brazil.
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